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
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
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
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   

    


    
     
   
    




    

    
 










     
   
  
    
     
    
   
    
     
    



 




    
    
   






    
 
    
     
   
    
      
    
     

     
   








     
     
      

    
    
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     
     
    
     



    
    
    
      
    

 

    
      


    


     
     
    





    
    
  
       
    
    
    
      





 

 
              
 
              
 

 
              
 
              




 


  
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      
 
      
     




    


       •
      


        •
      
    




الجنوب اللبناني قبل الحرب
    

    
    

    
    
    

    
    
    
 
      
     
     
    
     

     
 





    

     
     



     
    
    
     
    





      
     
      



الجنوب اللبناني في خضم الحرب
    
    




    
      
 
     
     
   

     
    
    




    





   
    
   
     
   




    
    
     
    
    
    




 






    


    
     
    
    
    
     

    
     
    
    

     



    
    
     
    

    

     





    
     
    
     
    
    
      
     
    
    

    
     
     
    




               
            





     
    
   
    



   
     


    

    
      
     
    
      



     


     
      
    
     
    



    

      
     


    

     












   


   


   




           





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




 


 










•








               

  


  





•





                
             





•






      

 
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         

         

         



    

    




    

    




   


   



   


   

•














                 


                 


 
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





















•













 
  
 

 
 



•




         








 








         
              
              

              

              




•








 


 

     



                   






 











 
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

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its occupation, began to 
challenge Amal’s position. 
After fierce fighting between 
the two parties, Hizballah 
lost some of its posts in the 
South but was eventually 
acknowledged by Syria as 
the designated “retailer” 
of resistance against Israeli 
forces in South Lebanon. 
Moreover, Hizballah’s 
territories were the only areas 
which were not covered by 
the Lebanese army. Rather, 
Hizballah’s territories were 
secured by its own forces, 
who were allowed to keep 
their arms and thus were 
exempted from the Ta’if 
Agreement (1990) which 
stipulated that all parties 
should disarm in order to 
end the war and achieve 
national reconciliation.

Since 1990, the special 
status that Hizballah and 
Amal’s territories enjoy has 
rendered any democratic 
challenging of their forces 
impossible and therefore any 
past election results must 
be viewed as illegitimate. 
All future elections must also 
be regarded as illegal until 
such time that the South 

is controlled by Lebanese 
authorities, because how 
can fair political competition 
take place when the region 
is dominated both politically 
and militarily by two parties 
that have assumed rights 
and duties that are the 
purview of the State and 
vigorously suppress the views 
of rival political parties? 

One conclusion that can 
be drawn from this analysis 
is that the parliamentary 
elections, as they have 
occurred since1992, have 
been won by force and that 
no elections can be legal 
without the two following 
conditions:

(1) The sovereignty of the 
Lebanese state over the 
South. This can only be 
achieved by sending the 
army to the South and, most 
importantly, developing 
the region without any aid 
or interference from local 
armed parties.
(2) Protecting political 
freedom in the South and 
prohibiting any party from 
proclaiming the South as its 
exclusive territory.
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pan-Arab or progressive 
parties were able to prove 
their competitive edge. 
Some of these independent 
figures were Ali Khalil, who 
became an MP, and Habib 
Sadik, who nearly won a 
parliamentary seat in 1968 
and 1972.  

This was the status of the 
South at the eve of the 
Lebanese civil war, a war 
that the South factored 
into considerably. So what 
has rendered this region an 
unfertile political land that 
is dominated by only two 
parties?

We presume this question 
can be answered by 
examining the period 
that the South witnessed 
between 1975 and 2005, 
as it is during this period 
that Hizballah and Amal 
emerged and amassed 
much of their power. 

The South during the war
Like all Lebanese regions, 
the South witnessed during 
the 1950s and 1960s an 
emergence of leftist, 
nationalist parties. According 
to an examination of the 
1968 and 1972 election 
results, it is evident that 
these parties were starting 

to gain audience and to 
challenge the elite political 
families, even though they 
were not able to defeat 
them or dominate them 
politically through elections. 
Most of these groups were 
sponsored by the different 
branches of the PLO, which 
distributed the villages in the 
South amongst themselves. 

This situation prevailed 
until the PLO fled Lebanon 
following the Israeli 
invasion in 1982. The Israeli 
occupation squelched 
any political activity and 
targeted the members 
of these parties and their 
leaders, who escaped to 
Beirut. When the Israelis 
withdrew from a greater part 
of the South in 1985, some 
parties attempted to return 
to their posts. However, the 
Amal Movement, with the 
support of the Syrian regime, 
took the lead in instigating 
a war in the South to purge 
these parties and drive them 
out. It succeeded and won 
total control over the South. 

The domination over the 
South by Amal continued 
until 1987, when Hizballah, 
which infiltrated the South 
under the pretext of 
fighting Israel and resisting 



made their interpretation of 
the elections more credible 
in the eyes of the media 
and political analysts. Some 
analysts concluded the 
victory of the “Resistance, 
Development and 
Independence” candidate 
list, the list for both parties, 
was a public referendum in 
support of Hizballah's right to 
carry arms and a rejection 
of UN Resolution 1559. A few 
analysts attributed Amal 
and Hizballah's success to 
the harshly criticized 2000 
electoral law. However, a 
simple analysis of the results 
clearly indicates the two 
parties could have achieved 
a similar success regardless 
of the law in question. 

Examining the aftermath 
of the 2005 elections leads 
us to ask a daring question 
about the sources from 
which the two parties derive 
their power, a question 
that cannot be answered 
without examining the social, 
political, and security issues 
that shape political life in 
the South. For decades, the 
South was considered a 
battleground with multiple 
players, one of which 
was Israel. After the Israeli 
withdrawal in May 2000, 
the border became the 
confrontation line between 

the Israeli military and 
Hizballah, not the Lebanese 
Army. Hizballah, as a party, 
shares with the Lebanese 
Army the duties of preserving 
security and conducting 
intelligence surveillance. 
Hizballah also deploys a 
police force that has the 
right to hold citizens for any 
reason it deems necessary, 
the right to grant licenses 
for political meetings, and 
last, but not least, the right 
to designate archaeological 
sites as military zones. As 
such, Hizballah was not 
one party among others 
competing in the South 
elections, and it is not an 
exaggeration to say that 
at the time of the 2005 
elections the South was, and 
continues to be, in a state of 
emergency with no space 
for multiple political actors or 
the development of a local, 
pluralist, political life. 

The South before the war
Up until the outbreak of the 
Lebanese civil war in 1975, 
the South was a place where 
many families participated 
in political life and where no 
one family could dominate 
the political scene. For 
example, Al-Asaad, Az-Zein, 
Osseiran, and Al-Khalil could 
not rule single handedly 
over the South and some 
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American Embassy in 
Lebanon had assigned some 
of its political and media 
figures to distort the elections 
in the South. 

The statement was a 
mere fabrication aimed 
at transforming the 
elections in the South 
into a confrontation with 
foreign enemies (America 
and Israel) instead of a 
competition between 
local, political rivalries and 
their respective agendas 
and political platforms. 
Considering the location 
and timing of the statement 
made by Sheikh Kaouk, it 
can only be considered as a 
preemptive measure meant 
to squelch any competition 
before it could arise. It can 
also be viewed as threat 
intended to intimidate 
anyone who would dare 
cast a vote for anyone other 
than Hizballah, or anyone 
wishing to comment on the 
elections and the preceding 
political atmosphere. 
     
In portraying the South 
elections as a war against 
foreign aggressors, the party 
was able to portray their 
competitors as enemies 
whose victory would equate 
to a victory for America 
and Israel. Accordingly, 

the outcome of the 
elections was celebrated 
as a military victory against 
insidious enemies wishing 
to inflict harm on Lebanon 
and  the Shia sect, in 
particular, as Hizballah is 
their self-proclaimed, sole 
representative. 

The misrepresentation of 
the South elections by 
relentless propaganda is 
evident in statements made 
in the weeklies Al-Intikad/Al-
A’ahd and Al-A’awasef, 
which belong to Hizballah 
and the Amal Movement 
respectively (headed by 
Nabih Berri, the Speaker of 
the Lebanese Parliament) 
portraying the overwhelming 
victory of the two parties. Al-
A’awasef ran the headline: 
“Amal invades the enemies 
of South Lebanon and of 
the Resistance, the gap 
between the first loser 
and last winner in each 
district exceeds 100,000 
votes,” while Al-Intikad/Al-
A’ahd viewed the results 
in the South as a strong 
renunciation of any initiative 
to disarm the Resistance as 
outlined in UN Resolution 
1559, which calls for non-
State parties to relinquish 
their weapons. 
The overwhelming victory 
of Amal and Hizballah also 
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At the end of the one month 
election period, May 29-
June 19, it seemed that the 
parliamentary elections took 
place in only two districts: 
Mount Lebanon and the 
North, as the outcomes of 
the Beirut and South district 
elections were largely 
predetermined.

Elections in the South 
passed with little analysis 
or consideration as their 
outcome was fixed 
before voters went to the 
poles. The Speaker of the 

Parliament, Nabih Berri, was 
guaranteed an easy victory, 
disappointing any Lebanese 
hoping for change.  

On June 5, 2005, during an 
inspection of the voting 
stations, Sheikh Nabil Kaouk, 
regional officer for Hizballah 
in the South, went to 
extreme measures to ensure 
his party’s crushing victory 
by making a statement on 
the Lebanese Broadcasting 
Station (LBC) in which he 
claimed that Hizballah 
had information that the 
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Following the May 2005 parliamentary elections, the EU 
observation commission qualified the elections in  South Lebanon 
as having taken place in a "calm and orderly manner." The 
following text is the English version of Hayya Bina's analysis of the 
massive victory of Hizballah and its ally, the Amal Movement. The 
original Arabic commentary was accompanied by an appendix 
containing various sources describing the extent to which South 
Lebanon is outside the full control of the Lebanese state. 
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






Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion 
and expression; this right includes freedom 
to hold opinions without interference and to 
seek, receive and impart information and ideas 
through any media and regardless of frontiers.

دفاتر هيا بنا
هيئة  على  العام تصدر مؤقتاً  تُعنى بالشأن  دورية 

دفتر أو سواه.

        
        



 Article 19 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
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